GRUNWALD DECLARATION ON MEDIA EDUCATION

This declaration was issued unanimously by the representatives of 19 nations at UNESCQO’s 1982
International Symposium on Media Education at Grunwald, Federal Republic of Germany. It is reproduced
here since media teachers may well find it useful to quote or cite in preparing rationales, justifications or
explanatory documents relating to media education.

‘We live in a world where media are omnipresent: an increasing humber of people spend a great
deal of time watching television, reading newspapers and magazines, playing records and listening to the
radio. In some countries, for example, children already spend more time watching television than they do
attending school.

‘Rather than condemn or endorse the undoubted power of the media, we need to accept their
significant impact and penetration throughout the world as an established fact, and also appreciate their
importance as an element of culture in today’s world. The role of communication and media in the process of
development should not be underestimated, nor the function of media as instruments for the citizen’s active
participation in society. Political and educational systems need to recognize their obligations to promote in
their citizens a critical understanding of the phenomena of communication.

‘Regrettably most informal and non-formal educational systems do little to promote media education
or education for communication. Too often the gap between the educational experience they offer and the
real world in which people live is disturbingly wide. But if the arguments for media education as a preparation
for responsible citizenship are formidable now, in the very near future with the development of communication
technology such as satellite broadcasting, two-way cable systems, television data systems, video cassette
and disc materials, they ought to be irresistible, given the increasing degree of choice in media consumption
resulting from these developments.

‘Responsible educators will not ignore these developments, but will work alongside their students in
understanding them and making sense of such consequences as the rapid development of two-way
communication and the ensuing individualization and access to information.

‘This is not to underestimate the impact on cultural identity of the flow of information and ideas
between cultures by the mass media.

‘The school and the family share the responsibility of preparing the young person for living in a world of
powerful images, words and sounds. Children and adults need to be literate in all three of these symbolic
systems, and this will require some reassessment of educational priorities. Such a reassessment might well
result in an integrated approach to the teaching of language and communication.

‘Media education will be most effective when parents, teachers, media personnel and decision-makers
all acknowledge they have a role to play in developing greater critical awareness among listeners, viewers
and readers. The greater integration of educational and communications systems would undoubtedly be an
important step towards more effective education.

‘We therefore call upon the competent authorities to:

1. initiate and support comprehensive media education programs - from pre-school to university level, and in
adult education - the purpose of which is to develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes which will
encourage the growth of critical awareness and, consequently, of greater competence among the users
of electronic and print media. Ideally, such programs should include the analysis of media products, the
use of media as means of creative expression, and effective use of and participation in available media
channels;

2. develop training courses for teachers and intermediaries both to increase their knowledge and
understanding of the media and train them in appropriate teaching methods, which would take into
account the already considerable but fragmented acquaintance with media already possessed by many
students;

3. stimulate research and development activities for the benefit of media education, from such domains as
psychology, sociology, and communication science;

4. support and strengthen the actions undertaken or envisaged by UNESCO and which aim at encouraging
international co-operation in media education.’

Grunwald, Federal Republic of Germany, 22 January 1982



